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Senior Citizens (Age 60+)
Growing Population

(source:  Umass 4/22 Public Forum)

Age Category Number Percentage

Under age 18 6,187 25%

Age 18-49 8,758 35%

Age 50 to 59 3,803 15%

Age 60 to 79 5,266 21%

Age 80 and older 1,222 5%

Total 25,236 100%

Source: American Community Survey, 2016-2020, Table B01001. Numbers are calculated from 5-
year survey estimates.

5/24/22 - Reading ARPA Advisory Committee Presentation on Elder Human Services Needs2



Planning Process 
Senior/Community Center

(source:  Umass 4/22 Public Forum)

Reading Senior Center opens at the 
Pleasant Street center location

1991

Reading Senior Center changes its 
name to the Pleasant Street Center in 
hopes of attracting more 
participation

~2015

UMass Boston Gerontology Institute 
is consulted for recommendations 
about the Pleasant Street Center 
space

2017

Town of Reading appoints ReCALC to 
develop plans for the future of the 
Pleasant Street Center

2021

Town hires UMass Boston 
Gerontology Institute to engage the 
community re: their preferences 
and needs relating to the Pleasant 
Street Center

2022
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What We Have Heard Seniors Need
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Reading Center for Active Living 
Committee (ReCalc)

A volunteer ad hoc committee reporting to the Select Board

The charge of ReCalc:

Explore the current and future needs 
of the Community, and initiate planning 
for a potential new Senior/Community 
Center in town that will focus on residents 
aged 60+ and possibly other members 
of the Community. 
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What is Missing at the PSC?

• Multi Purpose Space?
• Appropriate Restroom Facilities?
• Private Meeting Spaces?
• Private Offices for Employees?
• Game Room?
• Adequate Staffing Levels? 
• Parking? 



Options for New Buildings 

1. Purchase an existing building and renovate
2. Expand the Current Pleasant Street Center
3. Build New Facility on Town Owned Land
4. Others? 

• Each Option has different Timelines and Different 
Costs



1. Purchase Building and Renovate

• April Town Meeting – Instructional Motion to Find 
Spaces in Town for Senior Center

• June 2022 – Select Board authorizes an RFP for 
Leased Space for Senior Center

• July 2022 – Response from Walgreens Owner for 
Leased Spaced 

• August 2022 – Select Board authorizes an RFP to 
Purchase Space for Senior Center

• September 19, 2022 – Response from Walgreens 
Owner to Sell the Building 

• October 11,  and October 25, 2022 – Planned 
Select Board Meeting to discuss Next Steps



1. Purchase Building and Renovate

First Floor



1. Purchase Building and Renovate

Second Floor



1. Purchase Building and Renovate

• ReCalc created Subgroup to Explore Layout for 
Walgreens Building 

• Council on Aging also Providing Input on Layout
• Select Board to Engage Property Owner
• Town Meeting to Approve/Disapprove the Purchase
• If Town Meeting Approves, Design will continue 
• Purchase + Renovation Cost to be Excluded Debt 

Vote (possibly April Election)
• If Approved, Permanent Building Committee will 

lead the project
• Project would take 18-24 months from Approval 



1. Purchase Building and Renovate

• Negotiations with Property Owner Pending 
– Initial Sale Offer: $7 Million with $2 Million Seller’s 

Credit
• Need to Finalize Layout and Design for Construction 

Cost
– Initial Estimate: $7 Million to $9 Million 

• Current Estimate: $12 Million to $14 Million 
• Cost to Average Homeowner: $140 per Year, or 

about $12 per Month  
– In addition, pursuing $1 Million Earmark from State
– Other Town Funds that can be used to reduce cost



1. Purchase Building and Renovate

• Next Steps: 
– Select Board Negotiate with Owner 
– Town Meeting Approve/Deny Purchase
– Excluded Debt Vote
– If Approved, Final Design Completed, followed by 

Construction 



2. Expand the Current PSC 



3. Build New on Town Land














